
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                                                                            Thun Field – January 2012                                                                         157

Meeting Notice 
 

Tuesday, January 10th, 7 PM 
CAP Building, Thun Field 

 
Program: Allen Kam, Seattle weather forecaster. 
 
Refreshments: Randy and Kerry Albritton 
 
 

From the President 
 

Happy New Year! Well here we are in the middle of winter. 
This year has been so mild we have had many good flying days. 
Hopefully you got out and enjoyed them. I’ve been holed up in 
the hangar working on my project dreaming of spring and the 
flying season yet to come. Our first event of the year will be the 
NW Aviation conference. Please join us for a board meeting on 
Sunday January 22nd when we will do some planning for the 
event. 
 
So here’s to a good year ahead. I look forward to seeing you all at 
the meetings. 
 
Fly Safe! 

Andy Karmy 
 

 
2011 in Review 

 
January: 
 New officer intro: Andy and Bruce 
 Ironman O’Brien 
 Dr Pellerin and his shoulder mounted assistant 

 
 

 
February: 
 David Voyles, Aviation Attorney 
 Trade show: Kevin’s RV-9A and Hal’s RV12 

 
March: 
 Bob Brooks and his career in submarines 
 Hal Irvine bio 
April: 
 FAA on Light Sport Aircraft. Minard Thompson 
 Curt Bryan bio 
May: 
 Dynon Avionics. Kirk Kleinholz 
 Madera Formation clinic trip report 

Jeff Liebman retired from the USAF. He was stationed at  
McChord since 1992. He and Sandy are moving to Ft. 
Lauderdale. Jeff was President of our Chapter a few years 
back and has contributed so much to our success. As Jeff 
put it so sincerely, “we consider the chapter as our family.” 

June: 
 Flying the B-1 Bomber. Tom Curran 
 Randy’s X-C to Texas 
 Young Eagles Day… 283 kids flown 
July: 
 Jeff Bloomquist’s first flight story 
 Arlington pot luck 
August: 
 Burger Burn 
September: 
 Dave Vermeersch passed away. 
 Spencer’s under new ownership. 

Sidney Waller, our Young Eagle Academy graduate, mails 
her trip report and thank you  
Burning Man trip report 

October: 
 Sim Flight Center. Rod Weatherbee. 
 Memorial celebration for Dave 
 Report on the Reno Tragedy and local pilots injured / killed 
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November: 

Deb Wallace, Pierce County Airport Administrator 
 

December: 
Christmas Party 
Angel flight West Auction 
Kevin’s first flight report 

 
 Johnny was a good little boy 

 
 
 
A record year for first flights: 

Jeff Bloomquist RV-7A 
 Hal Irvine RV-12 
 Paul Ohman & Terry O’Brien RV-10 
 Randy Albritton RV Super 8 (IO-540) 
 Kevin Behrent RV-9A 
 Harry Nelson HRII again 
 
At the end of the year we had 105 members. 
And about $5K in the bank. 
 
Happy New Year 
 
 
 

Breitling Wingwalkers Official Video 2011 
 
http://www.patricksaviation.com/videos/cpasley/5395/ 
 
Still don’t like formation flying????? 
 
 

Some History from our own 
John Andrews 

 
To all, 

The web site below comprises the most complete set of really 
good B-17 photos I’ve seen recently . . . Great shots of all interior 
stations as well as a number of exterior photos. Of the 12,731 
airplanes built, only a handful remain. 

Some of you know that my brother flew 25 missions over 
Germany (Feb 6, 1945 to April 11, 1945) as a ball turret gunner. 
On paper it was statistically impossible to complete the then-
required 25 missions without being shot down. My brother 
satisfied that statistic on the first mission when he and his crew 
bailed out over liberated France after having completed their 
bomb run on the rail yards at Zwickau, Germany. This article 
appeared in the Richmond News Leader about the incident. Bill 
was 19 years old . . . 20 months after high school graduation.  

 

 
See the news clipping next page… 
 
 
We are indeed fortunate that the GI’s of that generation, and all 
of the rest that fought before and since stepped forward to 
preserve our freedoms. Their story needs to be repeated over-
and-over lest the now-generation and all the generations to come 
forget where their (our) good fortune came from. 
 
John Andrews 
 
                     View the B-17 pictures at 
 
http://home.comcast.net/~szee1a/Al_overcast/Al_overcast.html  
 

 
 

 

http://www.patricksaviation.com/videos/cpasley/5395/
http://home.comcast.net/~szee1a/Al_overcast/Al_overcast.html
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Chapter 326 Staff 
 
President   Andy Karmy  253-333-6695 
Vice President  Bruce Finney  253-709-8402 
Secretary   Kerry Albritton  253-214-6035 
Treasurer   Norman Pauk  253-630-6396 
Newsletter Editor John Brick   253-846-2617 jebrick@comcast.net 
Photographer  Kerry Albritton  253-214-6035 
Webmaster   Andy Karmy  253-333-6695 
 
Young Eagles Coordinator  David Fritzsche  253-848-1699 
Technical Counselor    Harold Smith  253-752-5480 
Technical Counselor    Charlie Cotton  360-893-6719 
Chapter Flight Advisor   Terry O’Brien  206-244-3619 
Chapter Flight Advisor   Jim Triggs   360-438-1482 
Chapter Flight Advisor   Marv Scott   253-691-5496 
Program Coordinator   John Brick   253-846-2617 
Biographer      Vacant 
Tool Custodian     Joe Andre   253-539-2408 
 
Chapter 326 Website   http://www.eaa326.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EAA Mount Rainier Chapter 326  
C/O John Brick 
8304 242nd St. E. 
Graham, WA 98338 
 

 

http://www.eaa326.org/
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